The combined effect of haematoporphyrin derivative and light on the normal mouse retina.
Combined treatment with haematoporphyrin derivative (Hpd) and light irradiation has been reported to be an effective method of killing cancer cells. This would be a very suitable treatment of intraocular tumours because the light can be controlled by the refractive media of the eye. Light and electron microscopy of Hpd and light treated normal mouse retina showed that only the irradiated area was damaged. Tissue destruction increased with greater concentrations of Hpd and longer light exposure. The outer layers of the retina were most sensitive. Hpd was retained in the tissue for 6 days.